
Texas 87th

legislative
session



PROTOCOLS CURRENTLY BEING FOLLOWED AT THE CAPITOL

Open m-f
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Public may only enter 
via the north door of 

the Capitol. 

free covid testing

Free COVID-19 testing 
is outside the north 

entrance. Senate rules 
require negative test. 

Masks

Everyone is strongly 
encouraged to wear a 
face mask that covers 

the nose and mouth. 

Face masks to be 
worn at all times in 
committee 
hearing rooms. 
A witness may 
temporarily 
remove his or her 
mask only while 
speaking from a 
microphone on the 
witness podium.



The public may only enter at the 
north end of the Capitol 

Enfield Exit on Mopac From IH-35





You are in 
the capitol

■ Determine where the 
hearing is taking place. 

■ Is it in the Extension or 
Senate Chamber?

■ You enter the Capitol on 1 
North (1N) Floor and 
below you is G, the 
Ground Floor. 

■ Below that is Extension 1 
(E1) and below that is 
Extension 2 (E2). You can 
take the 1 N Elevator to 
any floor. 



Kiosk Locations

Download Entire Capitol Visitor's Guide here. 

https://tspb.texas.gov/plan/maps/doc/capitol_visitors_guide.pdf


Texas house of representaives
Texas residents who wish to electronically submit comments related to 
agenda items on the hearing notice without testifying in person can do so 
until the hearing is adjourned. Suggestion is to submit comments by the 
start of the hearing, since ending times fluctuate. 

Information for in-person witness registration next page. 



About House Witness Registration

https://mytxlegis.capitol.texas.gov/HWRSPublic/About.aspx


EXAMPLE ONLY
Of Hearing Notice

When you locate the notice for the public hearing on a House 
Bill, look for the link to the webpage to electronically submit 
comments related to the specific bill. This link will be different 
for each bill. See next 2 pages for an example. 

3000 character limit on comments. 

ONLY the House is offering an online portal to provide testimony electronically







Texas senate
Senate has in person testimony ONLY. 

Required to wear a wrist band indicating a NEGATIVE Covid Test for that day.



If providing written testimony, bring the number of copies requested on the notice of the public 
hearing, with your name on each copy, to the hearing room.  All written testimony will be 
distributed to the Committee Members after the hearing.  Those registering a position-only 
may do so at any Senate kiosk by the end of the hearing.

• Oral testimony: fill out a paper witness card in hearing room and submit to staff.

• Oral and written testimony: fill out a paper witness card and submit your witness card and 
written testimony to staff.

• Position only: register using the Senate kiosk located in the extension hallways. Kiosk 
registration will open 30 minutes before the hearing begins.

• Written testimony only: register your position using the Senate kiosk and then bring # of 
copies requested, with your name on each copy, to hearing room and submit to the staff.

For those unable to appear in person, comments may be provided directly to each 
Committee Member, whose contact information can be found at: 
https://senate.texas.gov/members.php

https://senate.texas.gov/members.php


Senate bills of interest

Sen. Zaffirini bill for 
“peer” specialists to 

receive Medicaid 
funding to interact with 

SSLC/institutional 
residents. Also should 
be assigned to Senate 

HHS. 

Sen. Miles has filed 6 
bills that would provide 

more oversight on 
group homes. Mulitple 

Committee assigments 
to be annouced. 

Sen. Zaffirini’s termination 
of guardianship bill from 

last year. Not assigned YET 
but should be Senate 

Committee on 
Jurisprudence. 

Sen. Zaffirini bill to 
create Task force on 

ensuring an appropriate 
care setting for a person 

with a disability in an 
institution. Not assigned 

YET but should be 
Senate HHS. 

SB 500-505

Read SB1129

Read SB1157 Read SB1457

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=SB1129
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=SB1157
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=SB1457


House bills of interest

Rep. Hernandez bill-
Establishing a $15 

minimum wage for 
state supported living 

center direct care 
employees. No hearing 

date YET

Reps. Reynolds & 
Shaheen- Study to 

evaluate state and local 
regulation of group 

homes. 
HEARING Tues. 3-16-21

Rep. Thompson-
Increasing personal 
needs allowance for 

residents at LTSS
From $60 to $75. No 

hearing date YET. 

Rep. Allison -
Guardianship for wards 

with profound 
intellectual disabilities. 

Fast track
HEARING Wed. 3-17-21

Read HB149 Read HB270 Read HB1675

Read HB3307

Link to put testimony 
online portal-3000-

character limit. 
File by 

3-16-21 8AM
https://comments.house.t
exas.gov/home?c=c310

Link to put testimony 
online portal-3000-

character limit. 
File by 3-17-21 8AM

https://comments.house
.texas.gov/home?c=

c330

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB149
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB270
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB1675
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB3307
https://comments.house.texas.gov/home?c=c310
https://comments.house.texas.gov/home?c=c330


CREDITS: This presentation template was 
cr eat ed by Slidesgo ,  i ncl udi ng i cons  by 
Flaticon ,  i nf ogr aphi cs  & i mages  by Freepik

Do you have any questions?
ourparttexas@gmail.com
Join us PART-Parents and 
Allies for Remarkable Texans

ourparttexas .com/donate/

Thank You!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
https://www.freepik.com/home
mailto:ourparttexas@gmail.com
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